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Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem.

The Latin, Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem,
translates, “... they loved not their lives unto the death.” Revelation 12:11

On The Cover: Massacres at Salzburg took place in 1528 when
Prince-Archbishop Cardinal Matthaus Lang of Salzburg issued
mandates sending police in search of Anabaptists. Many were
captured and killed. This engraving illustrates the sufferings and
sacrifices these Dissenters endured when their government, in
conjunction with established religion, attempted to coerce and
impose uniformity of religious belief. Hence, this picture is a
reminder of the cost of religious liberty and the ever-present need
to maintain the separation of church and state. We use this art to
represent our Dissent and Nonconformity Series.



LUTHERAN REFORMERS AGAINST
ANABAPTISTS



“They [the Anabaptists] teach that a Christian should not use a
sword, should not serve as a magistrate, should not swear or hold
property ... These articles are seditious and holders of them may be
punished with a sword ... If it be objected that the magistrate should
not compel anyone to the faith the answer is that he punishes no
one for his opinions in his heart, but only on account of the outward
word and teaching ... What now would happen if children were not
baptized, if not that our whole society would become openly hea-
then? It is a serious matter to cast children out of Christendom and
to have two sets of people, the one baptized and the other unbap-
tized, because then the Anabaptists have some dreadful articles, we
judge that in this case also the obstinate are to be put to death.”

Martin Luther; Philip Melanchthon; John Brenz;
Luther’s Works Weimar Edition. Vol. 50, Page 12.

“From the point of view of freedom of thought, the Lutheran
Reformation may easily be weighed in the balance and found wanti-
ng. It is to be regretted that its spirit was inclined to be so exclusive-
ly dogmatic ... so little inspired by a tolerant charity. It may indeed
be described as a crusade in favor of liberty, but only as that age
understood liberty. This, it may be said, was in natural order of
things. Luther and his fellow-reformers, who only saw with the
light of the sixteenth century, could not be expected to see with that
of the twentieth. True, but we should all the more guard against
applying the word ‘liberty’ to the Lutheran Reformation as if it
meant what we today understand by it. This is a mistake into which
many Protestant writers, who confuse the principle with the practice
of the Reformation, have fallen.”

Dr. James Mackinnon
A History of Modern Liberty (London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1906)
Vol. 2, Page 130.
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41| Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee;
u# A4| that it may be displayed because of the truth.

-« Psalm 60:4
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The coalition of church and state (corpus Christianum)
has continually had outspoken opponents since its’
inception in the 4th century under Constantine. All
through the long medieval night of papal terror and up
to the present day of accommodation and compromise,
there has never been a time when the voice of dissent
and nonconformity was not heard, protesting against
established religion and coerced uniformity. The most
prominent target of that protest has been the arrogant
usurpation of Christ’s Kingly Authority and Headship
over His churches and the souls of men, whether that
usurpation was Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, or any other. As it has been, so shall it
ever be. This enduring testimony of dissent, this genuine
Christian nonconformity arises as the inevitable
response of the Christian soul to the internal witness of
the Spirit toward the truth and supreme authority of
God’s Word. Consequently, the origin, nature and
history of Christ’s churches can never be adequately
discerned or explained apart from some grasp of the
Biblical Truths advocated and defended throughout the
history of genuine Christian Dissent and Nonconformity.
As Dr. J. S. Whale, former Professor of Ecclesiastical
History, Mansfield College, Oxford University and
President of Cheshunt College, Cambridge University,
said, “Dissent, not only from the centralized absolutism of
Rome, but also from the State establishments of
Protestantism in the Old World is an historic fact of
enduring influence. To account for the tradition of liberty
in the ‘free world’ of today without reference to dissent
would be to read modern history with one eye shut.”
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